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But this disillusion seems to have completed a growing burden of discontent with Africa.    With the broadening of his mental horizon the distant splendour of Rome began to find a reflection in his thoughts.   His friends told him that successful rhetoricians made large  fortunes   in   the  eternal city,   and   that  the   pupils  were  better  behaved. At   Carthage   the   youths   would   rush   into   the lecture-room in   the  middle  of the  lecture,  and bear  away their  companions with an intolerable turmoil.    He resolved to sail for Rome.    Years afterwards   his heretical opponents  said  he   had been  driven  from  Africa by  the  decrees which Messianus,   the    proconsul,   passed    against    the Manichees.       It   is    true   that   Augustine    still counted himself a Manichean—* not seeing anything better, I resolved to remain where I was until something more eligible appeared'; but the decrees of Messianus were not passed until three years after his departure.